








About Roundabouts

Roundabouts are enjoying a renaissance in many
regions. Benefits of the modern “roundabout” design
include enhanced safety, traffic congestion relief, traffic
calming, and aesthetic landscapes with opportunities for
“gateway” community identity features. Common in
Europe, roundabouts have been making their imprint in
the United States. Locally in Mendocino County there are
three, in various stages from conception to completion.

Caltrans constructed a new roundabout in Hopland,
opened in January 2008, at the intersection of State Route
175and Old River Road. Another roundabout is part of the
Willits Bypass design, located at the northern interchange
where the future Brooktrails second access road is
expected to connect with Highway 101. A third is the
preferred design alternative for an intersection
improvement at coastal Route 1 and Simpson Lane, near
FortBragg.

There has been some local controversy heard in public
comment on the Simpson Lane project. Concerns have
been centered on cost and perceived difficulty of adjusting
to a roundabout design in a high traffic area. The traffic
engineers have another view, from experience gained in
other communities. A roundabout at the scale of local use
is not to be confused with the large, intimidating “traffic
circles” of some metro areas such as the nation's capital.
Engineered roundabouts are easy to navigate and keep
traffic moving with fewer potential points of collision and
improved visibility. Safety benefits have been well
documented, particularly for the reduction in pedestrian
injury accidents, and also for motor vehicles due to
reduced travel speeds. Refuge islands and shorter
crossing distances are among pedestrian design features.
Costs are balanced against other project components, such
as property acquisitionintheright of way.

MCOG staff generally supports construction of
roundabouts where feasible and appropriately designed.
Comments are always welcome. A guide to roundabouts
isavailable at: www.tfhrc.gov/safety/00068.htm.

Top and Above R:
Airport Day was hosted
August 2 by City of
Willits. Marilyn Harden,
Airport Manager, fields
questions from a large
crowd of enthusiasts.

Above and R:
Caltrans’ new
roundabout improves
and enhances a
hazardous intersection
on Highway 175 in
Old Hopland.
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