
IRP stakeholders met in a conference hosted by MCOG 
at Villa Chanticleer in Healdsburg last March. See 
more photos on Page 7.
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Funding Slashed for Local 

Transportation Projects

Everyone is aware that the State has been facing major 
financial struggles over the last few years. What many 
people don't know is how this has affected our local 
transportation system.

Many local transportation projects are funded with a 
combination of State and Federal money that comes to 
local cities, counties and transit agencies through the 
Mendocino Council of Governments. These funds are 
used to repair and reconstruct roads, build new sidewalks, 
construct bicycle facilities, improve the area's State 
highway system, and fund transit projects.  The source of 
the money is primarily State and Federal gas tax which 
flows into the State Highway Account, then is disbursed 
for State and local projects.

Unfortunately, these funds have not been enough to 
fully address the region's transportation needs. In 1999, 
the California Transportation Commission released a 
report identifying funding needs for transportation 
systems statewide.  In this report, it was estimated that 
there was a $90 million backlog of deferred maintenance to 
the transportation system in Mendocino County at that 
time, part of an estimated $10.5 billion statewide backlog.

For over five years the transportation community has 
known that it has a maintenance and improvement 
backlog in California that measures in the tens of billion of 
dollars. Ironically, as transportation officials and 
professionals have been engaged in ways to increase 
revenues to retire the backlog, the already insufficient 
revenue stream has been diverted to the general fund.  
This is sinking California transportation into the hole at an 
ever increasing rate.

In 2002, in response to the ever-deteriorating 
condition and increasing need for expansion of our 
transportation systems, 70% of voters approved 
Proposition 42, a State constitutional amendment that 
permanently dedicated revenues from the sales tax on 
gasoline to transportation infrastructure needs.  Under 
provisions of Proposition 42, upon declaration of the 
Governor and with a two-thirds concurrence of both 
houses of the Legislature, the use of these funds for 
transportation can be suspended.  In a further irony, 
almost as soon as Prop 42 was passed, those conditions 
arose  allowing suspension. Consequently, none of the 
gasoline tax expected under Prop 42 (approximately $1.1 
billion per year statewide) has been made available to 
address transportation needs. Over $1 million that could 
have been spent on Mendocino County streets and roads 
has already been lost.       - continued on Page 6 
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MCOG Highlights of 2003/04

on jobs-housing imbalances in Mendocino, 
Lake, Napa, and Sonoma Counties.  - 

Wine Country IRP Released Final Report
The InterRegional Partnership led by MCOG completed its 
three-year study 

See story Back Page.

Voters Approved Local Transportation Taxes
Building on MCOG’s work and following the City of Willits’ 
successful special election, Point Arena and Fort Bragg also 
won ballot initiatives for half-cent sales taxes dedicated to local 
road repair and maintenance.                          - See story Page 4.

MCOG’s Web Site Revamped -  www.mendocinocog.org
The site was brought up to current standards of technology.

- See Editor’s Note, Page 2.


	Page 1

